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as Alameda County, the State of California,
and the Nation by supporting sound govern-
ment initiatives, providing voter education on
ballot measures, conducting candidate’s fo-
rums, and registering voters.

The Alameda League continues to be an
active participant in local and regional civic
committees and has taken action in address-
ing city, state and national issues through
careful study. The League reviews issues and
takes positions that enhance the quality of the
city of Alameda such as clean air and water,
education, libraries, civic safety preparation,
housing planning and development, and open
space. Additionally, the Alameda League pro-
vides neutral observers to monitor the activi-
ties of the city council, school board and other
boards and commissions within the City of Al-
ameda.

| congratulate the Alameda League of
Women Voters for their commitment to public
service. The organization, over the last 25
years, has provided valuable contributions to
Alameda, California. | applaud their dedication
to making sure their local, State, and Federal
government is close to the public’s pulse as
they continue to reach out to the citizenry
through education and civic participation.

———

HONORING KENNETH CLARK
LOGGINS

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2004

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas Kenneth Clark Loggins was born
in Everett, Washington, on January 7, 1948
and is now professionally known as Kenny
Loggins; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins has become one of
the most world-renowned singers/songwriters
and guitarists of his time; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins has enjoyed a
music career that has spanned more than
three decades; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins has sold over 20
million albums worldwide; and, he has attained
12 Platinum Plus albums and 14 Gold albums;
and

Whereas the music of Kenny Loggins has
spanned many genres, earning both the re-
spect of his peers and a widely-diverse fan
base; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins has earned a rep-
utation of historical importance in the field of
film music for his creative contribution to
movie soundtracks; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins is active in envi-
ronmental and social projects; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins tirelessly gives his
time, talents, and resources to benefit these
organizatons and his community; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins is well respected
and admired throughout the entertainment in-
dustry for his enormous impact on the world of
music; and

Whereas Kenny Loggins is loved and appre-
ciated by his family, friends, and devoted fans;
and

Whereas in the month of August of 2000,
Kenny Loggins was the first recipient of the
Hollywood  Film  Festival's  Outstanding
Achievement in Songwriting Award; and in that
same month, he also received a Star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame; and
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Whereas in August 2003, Kenny Loggins’
fans launched a year-long Celebration in trib-
ute to the longevity of his outstanding music
career; and

Whereas the United States Congress now
wishes to recognize Kenny Loggins for his
many accomplishments.

Whereas it is the overwhelming consensus
of all concerned parties that Kenny Loggins is
much deserving of this honor.

Therefore, |, RICK LARSEN, Member of the
Congress representing the Second Congres-
sional District of Washington State, do hereby
hold up Kenny Loggins for great honor and
recognition and declare the month of August
to be Kenny Loggins Appreciation Month.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my
hand and caused the seal of the United States
Congress to be affixed this 22nd day of April
2004.

———
HONORING CLEVELAND READS
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

WILMA CHRISTIAN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2004

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Mrs. Wilma Christian
and every volunteer who participated this past
year in Cleveland Reads, bringing hope and
possibility through the gift of literacy to count-
less children and adults—thereby changing
their lives forever. | also rise in recognition of
Cleveland Reads Volunteer of the Year Nomi-
nees: Andy Everidge; Anne Gannon; Edna
Goodwin; Stephanie Hiedman; Reid Isaac;
Kristen Monchak; and Elaine Thiery.

Established in 1987, Cleveland Reads, a
non-profit  organization, has consistently
worked to draw individuals, businesses and
agencies into their, volunteer literacy projects
and campaign. Mrs. Christian, seventy-seven
years young, consistently reflects a joyous,
caring and enthusiastic attitude throughout her
busy days in service to others.

Every Monday through Friday for the past
three years, Mrs. Christian volunteers morn-
ings as an Experience Corps Tutor at Marion-
Sterling Elementary School, then volunteers
her lunch hour to prepare and serve meals to
disabled residents of the Golden Age Center.
Then remarkably, she heads back to Marion-
Sterling School for three more hours of tutor-
ing. All the while, her levels of enthusiasm and
energy remain as expansive as her love and
concern for others.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
every Volunteer of the Year Award nominee,
especially, Mrs. Wilma Christian, as she is
named the Volunteer of the Year by Cleveland
Reads. Mrs. Christian’s patience, kindness
and concern for our children and our elderly
offers them strength, hope and a promise of a
better tomorrow, where none existed before.
By giving of her time and talent to the children
at Marian-Sterling Elementary School, Mrs.
Christian empowers them daily with the price-
less tool of literacy, which leads to under-
standing and offers these children the self-
confidence to dream and to achieve. By rais-
ing up the life of a child, Mrs. Christian raises
up our entire community.

April 22, 2004

INTRODUCTION OF THE CONGRES-
SIONAL SCIENCE COMPETITION
RESOLUTION

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2004

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, today, along with
35 of my House colleagues, | introduce bipar-
tisan legislation to authorize the Congressional
Science Competition. This legislation will allow
Members the opportunity to conduct academic
competitions in the sciences among high
school students in their Congressional Dis-
tricts.

Pre-college science and mathematics edu-
cation is one of the most important factors af-
fecting the nation’s scientific literacy and
awareness, as well as the future supply of
America’s scientific and technological per-
sonnel. Unfortunately, indicators of the per-
formance of United States students in pre-col-
lege science and math education indicate a
need for improvement, including the need to
increase student interest in science.

In 2000, the National Center for Education
Statistics, NCES, released its most recent Na-
tional Assessment of Educational Progress,
NAEP, on the Sciences. As a division of the
United States Department of Education, the
NCES has, since 1969, issued National As-
sessments on subjects such as reading, math-
ematics, history and civics.

Unfortunately, the 2000 Science Assess-
ment found that from 1996, the first year a
Science Assessment was completed, to 2000,
proficiency in the sciences by America’s 12th
graders declined. Using a scale of 0-300,
America’s 12th graders scored 147, with 47
percent of students testing below a basic
knowledge in the sciences. Only 34 percent of
students showed a basic knowledge and even
more discouraging, only 16 percent of stu-
dents tested at or above a proficient knowl-
edge in the sciences.

Coupled with these declining scores and de-
clining interest in the sciences from pre-col-
lege students, enroliment in graduate science
and engineering programs over the last dec-
ade has not kept pace with foreign student en-
roliment in these same programs. According to
a report released by the National Science
Foundation, enrollment in graduate science
and engineering programs by United States
citizens and permanent residents from 1993 to
2001 declined by over 10 percent from just
over 330,000 students to 296,000 students.
However, at the same time, enrollment in
these same programs by foreign students liv-
ing in the United States with temporary visas
rose by over 26 percent from just over
105,000 in 1993 to approximately 133,000 in
2001.

Global competition and rapid advances in
science and technology increasingly require a
national workforce that is more scientifically
and technically proficient and Congress must
take action to support the need to develop na-
tional expertise in the areas of science and
engineering.

Americans have been responsible for some
of the most fantastic scientific discoveries.
From Thomas Edison’s work with electricity,
Dr. Jonas Salk’s discovery of the Polio vac-
cine, to the development of the personal com-
puter and the Internet, Americans and their
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